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The European Asphalt Pavement Association (EAPA)
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• EAPA is a non-profit association, founded in 1973 and nowadays based in Brussels, 
Belgium EAPA represents the majority of the European asphalt paving industry



The European Asphalt Pavement Association (EAPA)

• 16 National Members
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The European Asphalt Pavement Association (EAPA)

European Contacts in Brussels:

• Aggregates Europe (UEPG)

• Eurobitume

• European Union Road Federation (ERF)

• European Construction Association (FIEC) 

• Conference of European Road Directors (CEDR)

• Construction Alliance 2050

• High Level Construction Forum (HLCF)

• Industry for Europe etc.
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The European Asphalt Pavement Association (EAPA)

European Floor Exchange

• Regular exchange with representatives of 
European Parliament and Commission
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The European Asphalt Pavement Association (EAPA)

EAPA Committees

• General Council Assembly

• Directors’ Group

• Executive Committee

• Technical Committee

• Health, Safety and Environment Committee

• Communication Committee

• Asphalt 4.0 Committee

• Various Task Forces: Warm Mix Asphalt, Reuse of asphalt, Decarbonisation, Odour
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The European Asphalt Pavement Association (EAPA)

Global contacts and Chairmanship of Global Asphalt Pavement Alliance
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The hot topics and 
new challenges for the 

asphalt industry in 
Europe 



Many hot topics for the asphalt industry (1) 

• Sustainability 
• Decarbonisation of asphalt and road sector

• Environmental Product Declaration (EPD)

• Circular Economy - Re-use of asphalt

• Taxonomy

• Tyre and road wear particles

• Alternative binders

• European End-of-Waste criteria for asphalt

• Health issues
• Reduction of emissions in work environment

• Temperature reduced asphalts/Warm Mix Asphalt (WMA)

• Odour - Emissions of asphalt plants

• Emissions of existing asphalt pavements
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Many hot topics for the asphalt industry (2) 

• Technical Aspects
• Megatrends towards increased productivity

• Durability of asphalt pavements

• Hydrogen use for drying systems of asphalt plants

• Asphalt for bike lanes

• Digitalisation and Innovation / Asphalt 4.0 

• Attracting new talents and skilled workforce 

• Resilience

• Future Road Transport

• Communication -Webinars, Social Media, 
Magazine, YouTube, Podcasts, etc.
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Always hot topics for the asphalt industry 

Standardisation

• Revision of the Construction Products Regulation (CPR)

• Updates and inputs for CEN Standardisation Committees
• Bituminous mixtures (CEN TC227, CEN TC227 WG1)

• Bituminous binders (CEN TC336, CEN TC336 WG1)

• Sustainability, PCR and EPDs (CEN TC227 WG6)

• Aggregates (CEN TC154)

• Exchange with Academia
• Rilem TC on Alternative Paving Materials and 

Fumes Emission Evaluation

• ERTRAC, ECCREDI

• Universities over Europe
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Decarbonisation of the 
Asphalt Sector



Decarbonisation and Circular Economy – The European Green Deal

• “A European Green Deal” by EC in October 2019
• Carbon Net Zero by 2050

• A circular economy action plan and a ‘sustainable products’ policy to support the circular design 
and prioritising reducing and reusing materials before recycling them. Encourage businesses to 
offer reusable, durable and repairable products. Reduce waste significantly.

• Emissions reduction

• “Fit for 55” package in July 2021
• revision of climate, energy and transport-related legislation in order 

to align laws with the 2030 and 2050 ambitions. 
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GHG emissions in the EU
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https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/analysis/indic

ators/total-greenhouse-gas-emission-

trends/progress-towards-achieving-climate
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Scan & access 

digitally

JUST RELEASED!!!



Roadmap to Net Zero 
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Currently best available

information and prediction



Roadmap to Net Zero 
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Roadmap to Net Zero 
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Reduce Road Transport Emissions with proper Road Maintenance 

• Transport is responsible for nearly 25% of the EU’s total CO2eq emissions 3,000 Mt 
(2023), of which 70% comes from road transport. 

Road Transport 

• Appr. 525 Mt of CO2eq are related to road transport 

• 3-5% can be saved with smooth and even roads* 
(and more with tailor made asphalt surfaces)
→ >25 Mt of CO2eq per year  → Road maintenance is important

Production of Asphalt 

• 50kg of CO2eq/t of Asphalt with 215 Mt of Asphalt being 
produced (2019/EU-27) 
→ appr. 10 Mt of CO2eq per year
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* See Road Pavement industries 

highlight huge CO2 savings 

offered by maintaining and 

upgrading road - view - EAPA

https://eapa.org/road-pavement-industries-highlight-huge-co2-savings-offered-by-maintaining-and-upgrading-road-view
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Temperature Reduced 
Asphalts/

Warm Mix Asphalt



Warm Mix Asphalt
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Future Road Transport
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Changes in Road Transport

• Automated

• Electrified

• Connected
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Changes in Road Transport

• Is the European road network 
ready for the future transport?
• Weight of trucks

• Slip

• Alternative Fuels for Transport

• Less Bitumen
→ Alternative Binders needed?

• Durability of Asphalt Pavements / 
Climate Change
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Changing road usage

• Platooning and vehicle length
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Changing road usage

• High Performance Asphalt

28



Communication
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Magazine, Newsletter and Website

• Communication via website, magazine, newsletter as well as public relations
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Social Media – LinkedIn, Instagram, X
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Asphalt in Figures
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Podcast and Blog

Inspiring and empowering the next Generation of Engineers
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Videos, Advantages, Webinars, Awards

• EAPA YouTube Channel

• Webinars

• Asphalt Advantages

• Asphalt Advocate of the year
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Manifestos and Position Papers

• Preparing EU Items and Manifestos 
(e.g. Green Deal, Reducing CO2 in the 
transport sector, Circular economy)
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Campaigns

• Enhancing the public perception of asphalt as a versatile and beneficial material

• Associate asphalt with sustainable road users and connect with runners & cyclists' 
community to foster a new audience base and promote the sustainability and 
usability of asphalt

• Address misconceptions about Asphalt roads

• Attract young talents and professionals to the industry
• #AsphaltHeroes

• #CyclistsLoveAsphalt

• #RunnersLoveAsphalt 
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International Road Maintenance Day 

• Gathered on 4 April 2024, bringing together experts to discuss CO2 emissions 
reduction and sustainable road maintenance. Hosted by EAPA and Asefma (Spanish 
Asphalt Pavement Association) with participants from 45 countries. Live streamed 
by EAPA for global audience.
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Congresses, Symposia, and Events
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Thanks for listening!
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www.eapa.org

@eapa_org

karcher@eapa.org

@CarstenKarcher


